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Mission of the Month 

Anchor House 
Anchor House is a maritime ministry located right inside SeaPort              
Manatee. We have been serving international seafarers, local                                     
dockworkers, and port staff since 1993. Every day, ships from around 
the world dock just a few hundred yards from our front door. The                         
international crews who arrive have often been away from home for 
months, exhausted, isolated, and thousands of miles from their families. 
We believe that everyone whose lives we touch deserves to be seen, 
valued, and cared for, especially the men and women who spend 

months at sea to keep our global economy moving. 

Each year, Anchor House reaches more than 10,000 seafarers from more than 70 nations. In addition to serving  
seafarers, we also care for the local dockworkers and port staff who keep the port running day in and day out 24/7. 
Our center is open weekdays as a safe, welcoming place for meals, fellowship, and connection. 

Our mission is simple: to meet the spiritual, emotional, and physical needs of international seafarers and the SeaPort 
Manatee community. 

We do that in very practical ways, through hospitality, transportation, free Wi-Fi so crew members can connect with 
loved ones back home, worship services, and one-on-one care. Sometimes that looks like a ride to the store,                   
sometimes a quiet place to rest, and sometimes just a listening ear.  

As we near the end of summer, Anchor House is preparing for a very busy fall and winter. As the year progresses, 
we look forward to many events Anchor House will host, and I hope you will consider joining us. On September 
18, we will co-host our third annual Clay Shoot at Fish Hawk Sporting Clays. At the time of writing, we have over 
25 teams signed up, totaling approximately 100+ participants. On October 3, we will host our annual Golf Outing at 
the River Club. You can sign up on our website www.anchorhousemission.com/golf. We are also                        
excited to announce our second annual Christmas Dinner Cruise on December 3, and more information will be                       
available soon, so mark your calendars. 
 

We sincerely thank you for your support over the years. Your generosity enables us to continue God's work locally 
at SeaPort Manatee and internationally among seafarers. We are grateful for a remarkable year and eagerly                 
anticipate an incredible 2027. 

 

https://protect.checkpoint.com/v2/r01/___http:/www.anchorhousemission.com/golf___.YzJ1OnVuaXRlZG1ldGhvZGlzdHN1bmNpdHljZW50ZXIxOmM6bzo0YmI1ZGYwNzAzYzliMDk3YWU2MjJhMzlmYjVlYWMwNTo3OmRiZTE6MTZhZThmNWQ0NTcyMGVkZWZmMjZmN2YxZWIzYTVmZTM4NzRjN2QwNTJlMTFhMDgzZTlmYWJlN


A Word From Our Pastor - Dr. Cynthia Weems 

As announced in worship on August 2, we are now debt-
free! Your incredible faithfulness to our Debt-Free campaign 
made this possible. Here are the numbers: 

Total pledges = $1,435,971.13 

Total given as of 8/15 = $1,053,154.13 

Total remaining pledges = $382,817* 

*Thank you for continuing to pay your pledge until it is               
fulfilled. 

As a reminder, our church budget was also contributing its 
monthly mortgage payment toward the debt which partnered 
with the campaign to make possible the VERY early payoff 
of the mortgage. This means more money for the Future 
Building Improvement Fund which will house all                         
remaining funds from the campaign. This fund already has 
$150,000.00. Your good stewardship will make possible a 
tremendous number of projects around our church buildings 
and grounds (see message from the Board of Trustees).  

Please plan to join us for a Mortgage Burning Party on 
Sunday, September 27, 2026 from 12 noon – 1:30 p.m. The 
actual mortgage burning will take place at 12:45 under the 
LEC portico. Our praise band, Broken Together, will                  
perform and hot dogs will be served.  

Just a few months ago, our church embarked on a  
campaign with two important goals: to retire our   
mortgage and to dedicate any surplus pledges toward 
future building improvements. Through God's                
faithfulness and the extraordinary generosity of our 
congregation, we not only achieved our goal of paying 
off the church mortgage but also received an                         
additional $435,000 in pledged support for much                
needed capital improvements to our facilities. 
This remarkable response reflects our congregation's 
commitment to preserving and enhancing our church 
home for current and future generations. Over the               
coming months, the Board of Trustees will begin                 
sharing details about projects made possible through 
your generosity starting with lighting upgrades, new 
signage and refreshing our welcome spaces in the      
Narthex, LEC Lobby, Church Office and Creason Hall. 
These improvements are designed to make our church 
brighter and more inviting for everyone who enters our 
doors—whether they are longtime members,                
first-time guests, or members of our community                 
attending one of our many ministries and events. 
Thank you for your generous pledges and your            
faithful stewardship. You have truly continued to make 
an IMPACT here where the Light changes everything! 
 

Mike Schoonover, chair, and The Board of Trustees 

A Message from the 
Board of Trustees 

Dear Friends, 

This month we are beginning a new sermon series on the life of David. The recounting of the life of King David is 

found from 1 Samuel 16 to the end of 2 Samuel as well as the book of 1 Chronicles (that is A LOT of biblical                       

material). We will be reading a good portion of this through the month of September. David is a significant figure in 

the Old Testament and in our understanding of Jesus, “Son of David.” Jesus is born into the lineage of David,                       

generations later.  

David is both an inspiring and problematic leader. Pastor Travis and I will attempt to highlight both sides of David’s 

life. In many ways, David is a leader we can relate to. He is called to important things and makes many wise and good 

decisions. He also makes poor decisions when left unchecked. What can we learn from David’s life? 

The four themes of his life that we will focus on in this series, titled, The Heart of a King will be endurance, covenant, 

integrity and legacy. During this series, we are also going to do some things differently in worship. We will add a 

psalter to both traditional and contemporary worship services during the month of September. David is known to have 

written many of the psalms and we want to lift them up during the month. This will require us to remove some other 

items from worship during this month. Our hope is to amplify and expand the many ways we are able to worship God. 

Thank you, in advance, for your openness to new things. 

It is a joy to be a part of your pastoral team and to be growing in faith and love together. I hope you will join us online 

or in person for this series! 

Pastor Cynthia 



Wednesday Evenings                                              

Beginning September 16 

Healing from loss is a journey:                                             
Everyone experiences grief differently. 

A new Grief Share session will begin on Wednesday, 

September 16th, from 6:00 PM – 7:30 PM in Room 

19. This 13-week grief support group, ending                         

December 9, will be led by Pastor Debbie Marion, 

Minister of Congregational Care, and focuses on                 

important grief topics associated with the death of a 

loved one. 

Weekly videos feature nationally respected grief                     

experts and real-life stories of people, followed by our 

group discussion, where confidentiality is key to the 

success of this program. 

Many grieving people find they are only beginning the 

work of healing while friends or family members have 

returned to their daily routines. Too often people tend 

to repress their grief and allow fear of what others may 

think keep them from what could be helping them.  

Your bereavement experience may be recent, or not so 

recent. The hope is that you will find encouragement, 

comfort, and help in grieving the death of a spouse, 

child, sibling, other family members, or a friend. No 

matter what the cause of your loved one’s death, this is 

an opportunity to be around people who understand 

what you are feeling. You will learn how to recognize 

the symptoms of being stuck in your grief and that you 

do not need to stay there. You will learn valuable               

information about dealing with the changes in your life 

and renewing your hope for the future.   

I hope you will consider being part of this valuable 

ministry. Please register for this group online at 

griefshare.org/findagroup and search for our 

church’s group. You will also find additional                                         

information and resources there. 

Should you have any questions, please call me at the 

church, 813-634-2539, ext. 1016. I look forward to 

walking with you on your journey. Pastor Debbie. 

Please welcome those who joined our church family on 

August 30th! When you see them, give a warm welcome 

and take the time to get to know them. It is always a                          

blessing to receive new  members into 

our church family! 

Peter & Michelle Grady                                    

Joe & Sandy Zimmer                          

James Trotter                                                            

Bruce & Diane Daugherty                    

Andy & Jamey Kramer                

Adrienne Lisko                                       

John Chipman                                       

Frank & Daryl Nosek                                  

Jane DeBrosse                                           

Tom & Andy Cole                                      

Joan Belle Madden                                          

Sue Spicer 

 





-Jeff Jordan 

It doesn’t matter that it’s still in the mid-90s [with a heat index of 107!], September still conjures up memories of 
school starting, a new football season, cooler weather [soon, we hope!] ... in short, new beginnings. And it’s true for 
the church as well as we enter another church season, not the liturgical season that begins with Advent, but what we 
refer to as ‘the season’ in sunny Florida! Whatever we call it, it certainly is exciting, and I’m so happy that I get to 
share it with my amazing and loving church family! 

As you know, the Chancel Choir and Handbell ensembles are all back and running at full speed thanks especially to 
Teo and Nancy. The Chancel Choir prepares and presents a choral anthem every Sunday at both traditional worship 
services, and our three full handbell ensembles [Bellissima, Jubellation, and Glory Ringers] play on the 2nd, 4th and 
sometimes 5th Sundays of each month. All ensembles are also making special preparations for the Advent and                 
Christmas seasons including learning a brand new Christmas Cantata and special music for our annual Sights & 
Sounds of Christmas as well as music for additional holiday worship services. And here’s the best news of all – IT’S 
NOT TOO LATE TO BECOME A PART OF OUR MUSIC MINISTRY! If you’re interested in singing, just 
come and join us on a Thursday afternoon at 1PM. You will be warmly welcomed by our choristers. Or give me a call 
at (813) 260-0153 to learn more about choir. If you’d like to try ringing handbells with one of our ensembles, I invite 
you to give our Handbell Queen, Nancy Harris, a call at (813) 787-0190. And the Contemporary Praise Team [aka 
Broken Together] is always looking for instrumentalists with a heart for worship. Please let me know if you’re                       
interested in that ensemble. 

There is a very special and, I think, very important event happening this month – 9/11 25 Years Later: Remembering, 
Healing, and Hope on Friday, September 11 at 7PM in the sanctuary. This is a free ecumenical program that is             
offered by our church as a gift to the South Shore community. Marking a quarter-century since the events of                   
September 11, the program has been designed as an evening of community spirit like that of post 9/11 America.                    
Rather than focusing on politics or division, the event seeks to bring people together through shared memories and a 
renewed commitment to community. This is an opportunity for neighbors to come together, regardless of faith                       
tradition, to remember one of the defining moments in our nation’s history. The evening is intended to honor courage, 
encourage healing, and remind us that hope continues to shine even in difficult times. In addition to film, poetry,      
handbells, personal testimonies and audience participation, there will be a special massed choir comprised of singers 
from many of our local choral ensembles. The choir will be sharing portions of the well-known Fauré Requiem as well 
as selections from Joseph Martin’s Of Faith and Freedom. It’s not too late for interested singers to participate as there 
will be a rehearsal on September 5 at 10AM in the church sanctuary. Music will be provided. 

For those of you who love “classical” chamber music, there’s a piano & trumpet recital on Sunday, September 20 at 
3pm. Dr. Andreea Mut, piano, and Dr. Justin Langham, trumpet, will be performing a program entitled Songs of          
Travel that will include works by Bach, Piazzolla, De Falla, Debussy, Irving Berlin, Jobim, and others. We don’t often 
get the opportunity to hear this kind of music in our ‘neck of the woods’, so don’t miss it! 

May this new season be one of joy and peace through our Lord and Savior! 

Soli Deo Gloria 

Thursday, September 17 

at 8:00AM 

Please plan to join this 

month’s Men’s Breakfast. It’ll 

be a good time with good guys, so don’t be afraid to 

bring a buddy with you. Enjoy a hearty meal and                         

engaging conversations, all in the spirit of fellowship. It’s 

a fantastic opportunity to meet like-minded individuals in 

a relaxed and friendly environment, united by faith. 

Come hungry and leave inspired! We can’t wait to see 

you there, and may God bless our gathering!  

Men’s Breakfast is the third Thursday of each Month. 

Cost is $10.00. Sign up by September 13. 

Friday  
at the Movies September 18 | 6:00PM 

Green and Gold is a 2025 American drama 
film. Set in 1993, the film is about a                         
Wisconsin fourth-generation dairy farmer on 
the brink of losing his farm to the bank who                   
wagers everything on a bet with his beloved 
Green Bay Packers while his granddaughter 
pursues music to save what they've worked 

for their whole lives.  

This is a free event for our community and church.     

Donations are gladly accepted for light refreshments. 

Doors open at 5:30PM. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Drama_film
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Drama_film


The Alan Curtis Tripp Concert was enjoyed by all who 
attended with several spontaneous standing ovations 
throughout and at the end of the concert. As always, 
our audience was great and had some wonderful things 
to say about him. If we do get him back, you won't 
want to miss it. And we had a near sellout crowd to our 
Lords of Pop concert. Those who attended were treated 
to the music of  three top pop icons: Barry Manilow, 
Billy Joel and Elton John all in one concert! Thank you 
all for such great support! 

We hope no one misses the special 9/11 event at 7pm 
on the very day of the 25th anniversary. Make sure you 
pick up your free tickets from the church office to                      
assure your seat for this inspirational and moving               
tribute. The program will include testimony, films,        
poetry, music, and more! On Sunday the 20th we will 
have the opportunity to listen to two extremely talented 
musicians, Andreea Mut on piano and Justin Langham 
on trumpet. There has not been a classical                                  
performance where the audience hasn't left uplifted 
and inspired by this wonderful music. Please do your 
best to support them. You will be glad you did. 

Then we will jump right back into three wonderful 
tribute shows (as well as another classical concert)  
October 2, The Beatles! It will be like having a                  
backstage pass to the Ed Sullivan Show watching these 
four young men from Liverpool in their black suits and 
ties and to see them again all dressed out in their Sgt. 
Peppers Lonely Hearts Club Band uniforms and listen 
to all the music we all fell in love with in our youth. 
They will be available for a meet and greet after the 
show and will be happy to pose for some memorable 
pictures. October 16, Glen Campbell's band leader, 
guitarist and close friend, Jeff Dayton will bring his 
Glen Campbell Tribute Band to our venue. If you grew 
up loving Wichita Lineman, Galveston, Gentle on my 
Mind, Rhinestone Cowboy and By the Time I Got to 
Phoenix as I did, you won't want to miss this concert. 
On the 18 of October, we will get to hear Teo and two 
other brilliant organists. It's like having three Teos all 
in one concert. What more can you ask for? And, there 
is no better way to end the month than with our                      
Favorite Elvis impersonator, Billy Lindsey and our     
annual Alzheimer's benefit concert on October 23. 

You will hear more specifics on these last two concerts 
in our next newsletter. Please just make sure you are 
reserving the dates. 

I am so happy and honored to serve as your Concert 
Coordinator, and I’m having a blast! 

My Best to all!  

 

Thank God It’s Variety - Steve Krogh 



Break Away with ‘Breakaway’ - Renee Tisdale 

Have you considered volunteering at Breakaway, but don’t know what to expect? Our days typically begin the same 
way. Volunteers arrive by 9:30 for a brief “plan of the day” type meeting. A few volunteers arrive early to make 
drinks and tend to the tables. As our friends arrive, they are enthusiastically greeted and escorted to their table or to 
the drinks table, as desired. 

The first ½ hour of the morning is filled with various activities and fellowship. We have a multitude of dementia 
friendly puzzles, games, and activities that volunteers are encouraged to try with our friends. 

We begin our morning as a group with devotion to God and Country. Then we move on to whatever activity is 
planned for the day, whether it be arts and crafts, brain games, physical exercise, all of the above, or something else 
altogether! We had a great time recently celebrating National Watermelon Day! We made watermelon fans, which we 
used to cool ourselves in this hot weather, and enjoyed eating delicious watermelon. 

Our group activities tend to finish just before we enjoy a family-style lunch together. Did you know that we someone 
to prepare lunch for us every Wednesday? Do you like to cook for crowds? We can do the shopping or you, if you  
prefer, you’ll keep your receipts to be reimbursed. Please let me know if this is something you’re interested in. 

We love to reuse and repurpose at Breakaway. We created some awesome bird artwork with repurposed buttons one 
day, and our bulletin board is filled with flowers created from the packing paper that arrive with all deliveries! Thanks 
to one of our amazing volunteers, we’ll soon be creating adorable flowers from cardboard egg cartons! 

We recently created door/wall hangings using construction materials! Who knew that wooden biscuits could be turned 
into beautiful flowers? And since fall is almost here, we’re going to be making cute shelf-sitting pumpkins! The wall    
hangings that didn’t go home with their creators are adorning the closets here in Creason. Stop by and check them out! 
Some projects don’t always turn out as planned, and that’s okay. We either modify our ways or simply don’t do it 
again. Some projects have been so successful that we do them repeatedly. Some of the items for sale in Breakaway 
Creations, for example, are things we make a few times per year. 

Service projects are also a favorite activity. Just because our friends are living with dementia doesn’t mean they don’t 
still want to serve. A few of our projects have included filling Easter eggs, bagging up pet food, decorating bags, and 
putting meal-in-a-bag kits together for other church ministries. We will also be putting flowers together again for the 
upcoming Walk to End Alzheimer’s. 

I’ve been with Breakaway since 2019 and can only remember not playing volleyball after lunch once! Playing seated 
balloon volleyball gets us ready for dessert, which is often delightful homemade confections created by our amazing                    
volunteers! Our days always end with music. We are blessed to have so many awesome musicians come and perform 
for us. If we don’t have live music, one way to get us singing or up dancing is playing Wheel of Fortune where all the 
puzzles are song titles. Our friends might be struggling to carry on a conversation, but when the right song comes on, 
they’re singing! 

In the coming weeks, we’re looking forward to racing cars that we painted and enjoying the end of summer with a 
beach-themed day. We’ll soon be traveling back to the 1900s—the ’60s and ’70s, to be specific! Our ’50s sock hop 
was such a hit that we might as well carry on through the decades, right? And there’s much more to come! 

If you’ve been thinking about joining our family, I hope this breakdown of a typical Breakaway day helps you decide. 
Feel free to stop in and check us out live, or find us on Facebook at our Breakaway Respite Ministry page. We’d love 
to have you join us! 





Give a Child a Book 

Helping children Dream, Learn and Grow 

HELP US FILL THEIR WORLD WITH BOOKS! 

INSPIRA of Tampa Bay, Inc. is a 501c3 nonprofit               
clinic with a dedicated team of speech-language and 
occupational therapists. Their clients are exclusively 

autistic/neurodivergent children from low-income       
families in the local community. SCCUMC Food Pantry 

and the Matthew 25 Fund have partnered with                        
INSPIRA to help them meet the special needs of these 

precious children and their families.   

The reading and comprehension skills program is in 
desperate need of age-appropriate neurodivergent 
friendly books for the children to take home and                    

practice reading with their parents.   

You can help by donating new or gently 
used children’s books. An Amazon Wish 
List of special needs books is available 
online. Please visit the site below or scan 
the QR code to shop. 

www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/27M1X3LY18E2I? 

First names and ages of the children will be 
displayed at all services starting September 
13. The book drive will end on November 1 
giving INSPIRA time to ready the books 
for distribution at their December 12                 
Silent Santa event.  

Give a Book. Share a Story.                                                        
Inspire a Child with a New World. 

A Sit/Fit or Stand Total Body Exercise Class led 
by Jim Butner. 

 Beginning September 30 at 10:00 AM in 
the LEC.  

Stay both spiritually and physically fit.                            
Fellowship and fun for all! 

 Questions:  Contact Jim Butner, Leader:  
813-422-9954 

Please sign up in the church office.                                      
“Be there or be square,”  

AND wear shoes and socks!   

This is my first Newsletter article. I am excited and 

honored to serve as your Director of Engagement. 

Serving is not only fun, but when we serve others, we 

are serving our Lord. As the Rev. Billy Graham said: 

“The highest form of worship is the worship of                   

unselfish Christian service.”   

I have been very busy, but that is a wonderful thing! It 

means our church is spreading the Light, which 

changes everything. Here are a few highlights for this 

month but make sure to read the Church’s “Weekly 

Happenings” emails, that go out on Friday, to be 

aware of all that is being offered.   

We had an AWESOME Back to School Event. Over 

400 students were served. Deepest appreciation to all 

who helped make that happen. 

Tag Along Tutoring is one of our church missions.  

It is a specialized in-school tutoring program teaching 

kindergarten students the foundational vocabulary 

they have not learned in their environment. Another 

benefit is the children have a chance to think things 

through and develop language skills as they talk to the 

tutor. This mission needs VOLUNTEERS! The                

commitment would be for 2 hours per week (or twice 

per week) at a nearby school. Training and materials 

would be provided prior to the school tutoring which 

will begin at the end of September. If you are                        

interested, please contact me.   

Our annual Health and Wellness Day is Saturday, 

September 26th from 10:00 am – 2:00 pm. Bay Care 

Community Health is offering glucose, A1C, blood 

pressure screenings, BMI and flu shots. Gannon               

University will be offering physical, occupational and 

speech pathology screenings. Moffitt will have their 

mobile units here offering lung and mole screenings, 

as well as head and neck screenings. And last, but not 

least, Sertoma Hearing will be here to offer hearing 

screenings. Visit our church campus on September 26 

to take advantage of speaking directly to health care 

representatives and to take advantage of these                

services. VOLUNTEERS are needed for this event to 

set up, take down and meet and greet. Please contact 

me if you can assist.  

Thanks to all of you who have reached out to me. It is 

always exciting to meet someone to discuss how their 

talents and skills best fit into a volunteer position.                  

Do not hesitate to reach out to me at:                                  

janine@sccumc.com or at (813) 634-2539 ext 1010. 
   

Joyfully serving together. 

Engaged with Janine 

FAITH IN MOTION:                  
A New Opportunity 

mailto:janine@sccumc.com



