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Anchor House was founded in 1991 and incorporated in 1993 to               

address the spiritual, emotional, and physical needs of all seafarers                     

arriving at Port Manatee, along with the surrounding SeaPort                 

Manatee Community. As a gospel-centered mission, Anchor House 

reaches out to serve international seafarers, truckers, and the local          

community in Port Manatee, Florida. Our motivation stems from the 

words of Jesus Christ who commands us to ñgo and make disciples of all nations baptizing them in the name of the 

Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. Teach these new disciples to obey all the commands I have given you. And be 

sure of this: I am with you always, even to the end of the ageò (Matthew 28:19-20). We take this mission to heart, 

striving to meet the spiritual, emotional, and physical needs of the Port community, regardless of race, gender, 

country of origin, or religious belief. 

We fulfill this mission by providing spiritual and physical nourishment to seafarers and the port community. Our 

activities include ship visitation, conducting worship services on board vessels, distributing ñditty bags,ò                           

transporting seafarers to town for supplies, hospital visits, and much more. Our mission is supported through            

ongoing personal discipleship with local dock workers and online engagement with international seafarers via 

Zoom and social media, along with personal visits to Port Manatee. Currently, we are sharing the gospel online with 

seafarers from Russia, India, and the Philippines. Worship services are available upon request onboard ships, and 

personal ñditty bagsò are given to all seafarers, along with land transportation. We also distribute Bibles in over 40 

languages, and personal spiritual counseling is available upon request. 

We sincerely thank you for your support over the years. Your generosity enables us to continue God's work locally 

at SeaPort Manatee and internationally among seafarers. We are grateful for a remarkable last year and eagerly                 

anticipate an incredible 2026. 
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Anchor House 



Pastorôs Corner ï Dr. Cynthia Weems 
Dear Friends,                                                                                                                                                      
The season of Advent has begun. Advent marks the beginning of the ñchurch yearò and we 
begin our year with the anticipation of the birth of Jesus. Many new things begin with                      
anticipation and expectation. We pray, plan and prepare for something new to emerge. And as 
it approaches, we feel the nerves and excitement of what is to come. This happens each year as 
we remember with anticipation and expectation the events surrounding the birth of our Savior. 
Over the next month we will walk with those who prophesied the arrival of a Messiah (namely, Isaiah) and we will              
recall events in the life of Jesus that gave material evidence of his Messiahship (from the gospel of Matthew). We will 
celebrate the birth of the Christ child and we will rejoice in what it means to be a people who gather around a manger 
and worship a God who chose to come to us in the form of a baby.  

Yet, we will not only do these things. We will continue to pray, plan and prepare for new things that are always                                      
emerging as we follow Jesus. To worship the birth of a baby in a manger means to believe Jesus is always being born 
among us ï in new experiences, new friendships, new challenges, new opportunities to serve and care for others. Every 
day provides us with ways to see the hope, love, joy and peace of Christmas alive in the world. And when we donôt see 
it, every day provides us with ways to bring hope, love, joy and peace to the world through our words and actions. All 
of this in the name of Jesus.  

Friends, welcome to Advent! I look forward to walking this Advent journey with you this year. 

In Christôs love,                                                                                                                                                                                    
Pastor Cynthia 

Itôs happened again, the month has flown by! Here is a quick catch up on what weôve been up to. We began November 
with our 4th Volunteer Appreciation Party and we had so much fun! Good food, good music, good games 
and good fellowship made for a wonderful evening! I thank God every day for the Breakaway volunteers 
and am grateful to be able to show appreciation in this wonderful way. 

Weôve recently welcomed a few new friends, which is always a wonderful experience. However, this also 
meant saying goodbye to some others, and that brings a sense of sadness. For various reasons, we donôt 

make a big deal when one of our friends transitions out of the program but we acknowledge 
the loss all the same.  

We celebrated Veteranôs Day with an awards ceremony and parade! The weather was so 
beautiful that we had to take an impromptu advantage! We grabbed our flags and beads and 
headed around the campus, greeting everyone we came across and enjoying the wonderful   
time outside.  

National Pickle Day was observed with delicious Cuban sandwiches thanks to Linda Neff! 
We had a variety of pickles to taste, alas no pickle costume, but folks enjoyed the giant                       
pickles nonetheless!  

As we were getting ready for Thanksgiving, we made delightful donut turkeys! They were not only fun 
and delicious, but the best part was having enough to share some turkey joy around the campus. We love 
the moments spent with friends as we spread the joy of our creations, believing that sharing 
what brings us happiness can bring the same to others! We had the most delicious                              
Thanksgiving lunch with our caregivers thanks to Ron Ermann, one of Breakawayôs most 
committed volunteers! Since becoming responsible for feeding ourselves this year Ron didnôt 
hesitate to offer his help and has fed us countless delicious meals! 

Weôve begun getting ready for Christmas making various ornaments, some from clay, beads, 
resin and even some from paper! Youôll be able to find these at Breakaway Creations, along 
with Christmas coasters, pens, wrapping paper and many other items created by both our 
friends and volunteers. Be sure to stop by for some of your shopping needs!  

Are you looking for a place to serve Jesus? Shine your light into the lives of those living with dementia 
and have a ton of fun while doing it, please consider Breakaway! We meet on Mondays and Wednesdays 

from 10am-2pm in Creason Hall. Check us out in person or on Facebook at Breakaway Respite Ministry! 

óBreak Awayô with Breakaway - Renee Tisdale 



Pages of Life Bookstore 

¬ėċĲđįææĦĩ vįúċċ _ææâæâɏ 
Make a difference with every ring. 

It is that time of year again, and we are looking for 

volunteers to ring the bell for The Salvation Army at the 

Sun City Center Publix. You will stand beside the iconic 

Salvation Army Christmas Kettle and receive donations 

from passers-by. You ring the bell to remind people of 

those in need at Christmas in our community. 

Bell ringing will start the day after Thanksgiving, 

November 28th, and continue through Christmas Eve, 

Monday through Saturday from 10AM-6PM. All 

volunteers will be scheduled for 2 hour shifts.  

For more information or questions please contact                   

Karen Ransbury at 440-781-0887  

New Inventory:                                                 
Tis the Season! Christmas has officially arrived at 

the Pages of Life Bookstore. Plan to visit and               

explore our newly arrived inventory. Whether you 

are shopping for d®cor or gifts, be sure to hurryð 

these items will sell quickly!  

And donôt forget about the Hallelujah Girls! Be 

sure to stop by and grab your very own, specially 

curated piece of jewelry for SCCUMC. This              

stunning item is sure to be a  statement piece and 

a fantastic conversation starter! 

As a friendly reminder, we also sell              
concert tickets here. With many holiday 
concerts coming up, you won't want to 
miss out!  
 

Store Hours:                                                            

Sunday: 9:30AM - 12:30PM                                       

Mon-Thur: 10AM - 2PM                                                                   

Fri & Sat: Closed 





Merry Christmas! 

The Volunteer Response Team (VRT) will host its 
Christmas party on December 17th at 2:30 p.m. in 
Room 19. This celebration is open to everyone                       
interested in the VRT. 

A huge thank you goes out to the volunteers who 
helped with the church campus clean-up on November 
14. We had 39 volunteers who helped collect 2,500 
pounds of leaves and other debris! 

Our next meeting is scheduled for December 17, 2025, 
in Room 19 from 2:30 to 3:30 p.m. Regular meetings 
will take place on the third Wednesday of each month. 

We are a dedicated group of caring Christian                             
volunteers involved in community projects, church 
maintenance, disaster response, and recycling                         
initiatives. 

The VRT of Sun City Center is always looking for 
people with diverse skills to join our team. In addition 
to those with tool skills, we are in need of cooks,                                 
organizers, administrators, maintenance personnel, and 
caring Christian individuals to provide support. 

If you're interested in becoming an active member of 
our VRT, please consider attending our monthly                 
meeting or register for our VRT email database at 
http://eepurl.com/gew3MD.  

Volunteer Response Tean (VRT) Updates 

SCCUMC is on a mission, yes, we are on a mission to 
ñshare Jesusô love worldwide through spiritual,                                
educational, physical, and financial support to                           
empower.ò  In the future you will be hearing from each 
individual Team Leader as they will specifically share 
their roles and responsibilities allowing us to fulfill our 
mission by bringing a voice to the voiceless in our                   
community and to the world. 

Here at SCCUMC, your Mission Team for 2026 is                  
already planning ways you and I together may extend 
Godôs Light, that all may know the love of Jesus by              
sharing His ñlove worldwide through spiritual,                                 
educational, physical, and financial support to empower 
change.ò 

What is Mission? According to the definition, mission, 
refers to a specific task or duty of an organization or a 
group of people sent to perform a particular job.  

Paul in Acts 13:47 said ñFor so the Lord has commanded 
us, saying, óI have set you to be a light for the Gentiles, 
that you may bring salvation to the uttermost parts of the 
earth.ôò 

For us, mission means: 

¶ youth leaders/adults sharing Bible stories and               
inspiring individuals to commit Bible verses to 
memory  

¶ inviting an individual to give their life to God 

¶ filling an empty pantry with food  

¶ providing shelter and necessities to a homeless                  
person  

¶ sharing Bible studies to nurture the soulôs faith  

¶ an invitation to go on a mission trip outside of the    
United States to experience that people are the same,     
only environments differ  

¶ praying for Godôs relationship to be with each person  

¶ sharing spiritual and moral support  

¶ inviting and/or taking individuals to church/church 
programs  

¶ fixing a leaky faucet, or painting a house, or sanding 
and gluing furniture, or installing a new door  

In the year to come you will hear more about each of our 
teams within the larger Mission Team and learn how 
they are using the Light to change everything! 

Letôs be the hands, feet, and heart of Jesus today and 
every day, and may God Bless us and our church, as we 
participate and partner in the various missional                              
opportunities SCCUMC affords. 

For more information regarding our current missions or 
how to become a member of the Mission Team serving 
our local community, state, national and international 
partners, contact me, Karen Koszoru at:                                                 
karenkoszoru7@gmail.com 

Volunteer Opportunity 

The United Methodist Church of 
Sun City Center has partnered with 
Metropolitan Ministries of Tampa 
to begin serving Senior Lunches on 

January 5th, 2026. 

 

Lunches are free, will be hosted in 
our LEC, and will be served to our 

community every Monday from 12-1pm. 

 

Volunteers are needed! If you are interested in helping 
serve in this amazing new ministry, you may also                

contact Pastor Travis at travis@sccumc.com or call the 
church office at 813-634-2539. 

 

First Volunteer Meeting is: 

Thursday, December 11 at 1:00PM 

Missions Team Updates 

mailto:karenkoszoru7@gmail.com



