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PASTORôS MESSAGE 

 What should we be doing while on 

vacation?  Find out what Pastor 

Warren thinks. 

See Page 2. 

 

BIBLE STUDIES  

See all the opportunities to             

BELONG here at SCCUMC.               

See page 5. 

 

SERVE 

See all the ways you can get                       

involved in serving others in our 

community! See page 10. 

 

WHATôS HAPPENING 

Find out what is coming up in the 

life of the church! 

 See page 14 
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ñBEHIND THE SCENESò IN WORSHIP 
 

This is the first in a series of articles about what happens behind the scenes at 

our church. For example, have you ever wondered about the bulletins we have 

at each worship service? 

A number of hands touch the bulletin before you receive it, and many hours go 

into its preparation. It is much more than just an order of worship for the                 

services. It is a weekly newspaper for the church, and Amanda Jordan is the 

editor and publisher.  

The process starts with selecting the theme for the service. The Pastor for that 

weekend chooses the sermon title, writes the Biblical Encounter Notes and the 

daily devotions for the insert. Pastor Gary wrote the Welcome page and 

Amanda keeps it updated.  

She selects the artwork, develops the layout of all the announcements, and  

creates four separate bulletins - one for each of our worship services. Each is 

edited and proofed for accuracy. Amanda maintains the Master Church                      

Calendar and creates the calendar that goes into the bulletin, as well as the 

Welcome Cards.  

Once this is all completed the bulletin is printed, and the shell is folded. 

Amanda and volunteers cut the inserts, and put them and the Welcome Cards 

inside the bulletins. The completed bulletins are separated for each service and 

are ready for the ushers to hand out.    

The bulletin isnôt just for Sunday. Itôs to use all week, full of Information 

about mission projects, upcoming meetings and events, church facts and               

figures, and volunteer opportunities.  

So the next time you get a bulletin remember what went on ñbehind the 

scenesò to get it ready for you.  

Donôt Forget to visit 

our bookstore, 

Pages of Life! 

 

This month:  

Sale of Devotional 

Books, Journals and 

Selected Bibles 

 25% off  



CELEBRATING THE ROOTS  
 

  On July 4th we will be celebrating the signing of the Declaration of                      

Independence.  For almost forty years the colonies would be at war at various 

times with England to maintain its freedom and independence. There are 

many today who try to rewrite our history and say that our founders were not 

religious people and the country was not founded on Christian principles.  

There is nothing further from the truth.   
 

The following statements are from the letters and diaries of the founding       

fathers: 

July 2, 1776 Sam Adams:  ñWe have this day restored the Sovereign, to 

Whom alone men ought to be obedient.  He reigns in Heaven andéfrom the 

rising to the setting sun, may His Kingdome come!ò 

July 5, 1775 George Washington:  ñThe General most earnestly requires and 

expects a due observance of those articles of war established for the                         

government of the army, which forbid profane cursing, swearing and                     

drunkenness.  And in like manner, he requires and expects of all officers and 

soldiers not engaged in actual duty, a punctual attendance of Divine services 

to implore the blessing of Heaven,. 

July 29, 1805 Alexis de Tocqueville ï observation of Americans:  ñI do not 

know whether all Americans have a sincere faith in their religion ï for who 

can search the human heart?  But I am certain that they hold it to be                          

indispensable to the maintenance of republican institutions.ò 

The first official act of the Continental Congress on August 7th was to                        

authorize the printing of twenty thousand Bible to be given to the Indians. 
 

The quotes could fill the entire Flame.   The Amendment for the separation of 

church and state was not to eliminate the spiritual from the government.  It 

was passed so the Federal Government could not impose a specific                 

religion upon each state.  The State of Maryland paid for the building of                

Congregational Churches into the second decade of the 19th century.                

Massachusetts had a state religion also into the 19th century.   
 

The Declaration of Independence was written because our founding fathers 

believed the action being taken was not merely a human decision but           

divinely ordained:  ñWe hold these truths to be self-evident that all men are 

created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable 

rights.ò 
 

To allow history to be rewritten is to loose the roots that created the dream 

and the guidance to transform the dream into the United States of America.  

No plant can survive when its roots are destroyed.  No nation can be strong if 

it denies the foundation it was built upon.  I pray that we will never surrender 

the faith that birthed this nation nor allow its true history ever be lost! 

 

Pastor Warren 
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July 
Worship 

Come 
From Our Senior Pastor ... 

New Sermon Series 
 

Music is called the                     

universal language.  It 

reaches to the depth of 

our being and affects as 

no other form of                     

communication.  Over 

the centuries Christian 

music has inspired, 

lifted, guided, rescued, 

etc. many people.  The 

great hymns of the 

church have powerful 

messages to challenge 

us, to remind us and to 

transform us.  The                   

stories of the creation of 

these hymns are also 

very powerful.  In July 

and August Pastor                 

Warrenôs preaching will 

be centered on both of 

the message and the 

story of some of the 

great music of the    

Christian Church.  You 

will not want to miss a 

single week.  If you are 

going to be out of town 

you can hear the                     

sermons on the churchôs 

web page 

www.sccumc.com. 
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Belong 

 

 

FELLOWSHIP IS HEATING UP  
 

July promises to be a ñhotò month for Fellowship.  Nancy Harris and a team of 

angelic assistants will host a 4th of July picnic on Sunday, July 4 at noon im-

mediately following the 10:55 worship service.  Hamburgers, hot dogs, and all 

the fixinôs will be served in Creason Hall.  Tickets may be purchased at the 

church office at a cost of $6 per person.  The picnic will take the place of our 

monthly potluck dinner. 

 

In August, the Potluck is back on Tuesday, August 10 at 6:00 in Creason Hall, 

hosted by Shirley and Dick Walker.  Meat will be provided; just bring your 

favorite dish to share and your table setting. 

 

The 30th Anniversary Heritage Cookbook Project is progressing on schedule.  

All recipes must be submitted to the church office, or placed in the baskets 

provided in the Main Sanctuary narthex and in Creason Hall, by July 1.  The 

cookbooks will be available for purchase beginning in November, just in time 

for Christmas. 

 

CJ and Jeff Kligora will be on an extended road trip from July through Octo-

ber.  In CJôs absence, Shirley Walker has graciously volunteered to take over 

the position of Fellowship Coach.  If you have any questions, please contact 

the church office and theyôll get you connected with Shirley. 

Florida Annual                     

Conference Update 
 

Nearly 1.4 billion people lived 

on less than $1.25 a day in 

2005.  In Florida, 13.3 percent 

of the state's population - 

nearly 2.5 million - lived be-

low the federal poverty line in 

2009.  Florida United Method-

ists gathered at the Lakeland 

Center June 9-12 to learn how 

to change that reality.  At this 

year's Florida Annual Confer-

ence Event, nearly 1,800 lay 

and clergy members consid-

ered the business of the confer-

ence, but also focused on ways 

to put their discipleship into 

action to solve the problems of 

extreme poverty at home and 

abroad.  As your lay delegates, 

we would welcome the oppor-

tunity to meet with you indi-

vidually or meet with your 

teams to join together to gener-

ate ideas to further involve our 

church in this crucial minis-

try.  We appreciate your confi-

dence in allowing us to repre-

sent you at the Florida Annual 

Conference. 

 

Mike and Linda Whitt 

http://www.sccumc.com

